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Wang Zaoshi’s Theoretical Study of the State
Liu Yali
(School of Marxism East China University of Science and Technology Shanghai 200237 China)

Abstract: Wang Zaoshi is a famous political theorist and activist in modern Chinese history and one of the famous
“seven gentlemen ” during the AntiJapanese War. Studying his political thought especially his formation and
evolution process of the state theory can deepen the understanding of the development track of Chinese political
thought from 1920s to 1940s. The state theory in the early days of Wang’s reign was relatively simple: advocating new
nationalism admiring the American political system and advocating the progressive improvement of Fabian socialism in
Britain. In the early 1930s after Wang Zaoshi finished his studies and returned to China he put forward a series of
mature national thoughts namely thoughts on political parties constitutionalism and governance in the face of
China’s national conditions and combined with the political theories he had learned in Britain and America. Not long
after Wang Zaoshi returned to China he faced the war of resistance against Japanese aggression. Therefore his
theories about countries during the war of resistance against Japanese aggression mainly focused on the specific
propositions of Anti-Japanese War and national salvation. By studying Wang Zaoshi’s theory of state we can see that
he was deeply influenced by Fabian socialism and its main representative Laski who advocated gradual improvement
and opposed violence and revolution but he eventually switched sides and embraced the party’s revolutionary ideas.
Meanwhile he strongly demanded democratic constitutionalism and called for unity against Japan. This is worth
advocating and praising and is also his two major contributions to the development of Chinese history.
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