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Differences between the Baojia System of Salt Producers in Lianghuai Saltworks from
Prefectures and Counties in the Qing Dynasty
ZHAO Yun
(School of Humanities , East China University of Science & Technology , Shanghai 200237, China)

Abstract ; The implementation of the baojia system in salt industry in the Qing Dynasty strengthened the supervisory con-
trol to salt producers, focusing on the source of inspection and prosecution of illegal salt. This paper researched on the emer-
gence ,implementation , contents and characteristics of the baojia system of Lianghuai saltworks, between from the baojia system
of prefectures and counties,and revealed the problems of the adaptive generation and evolution of the baojia system of salt pro-
ducers in the Qing Dynasty. On the one hand,the salt state “monopoly” system determined the characteristics of the “despot-
ism” of the baojia system of salt producers,and the organized system of baojia and huofu constituted the basic public security
network in the salt industry. On the other hand, the abolishment of the baojia system in Lianghuai saltworks reflected the para-
dox of “collective punishment” of the baojia system,which was the prominent performance and reflection of the social decline
in the salt system.
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